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By BAILY TURNER
THE PARTHENONRepresentatives from the Marshall University 
Office of Student Activities said they are unsure 
if there will be a third FEST in the fall.
Coordinator of Student Activities Lee Tabor 
said due to possible campus wide budget cuts, 
plans for another FEST are at a halt.   
“Right now we’re kind of up in the air as to 
how much money the office of student activities 
is losing this year because of budget cuts,” Tabor 
said. “With what I would be left with after cuts, I 
would have very little money to do programming 
for the rest of the year if I wanted to do an event 
comparable to the last FEST.”
FEST:2 was a $125,000 event last Sep-
tember that brought five nationally-known 
artists to Huntington for students and commu-
nity members.
“FEST is a great event and we grew exponen-
tially within the six months between the first 
FEST to the second one,” Tabor said. “We went 
from having 250 attendees to almost 1,800 at 
the last FEST and only being able to bring one 
nationally-known act to the first FEST to having 
five nationally-known acts at FEST:2.”
Interim Dean of Student Affairs Carla Lapelle 
said Marshall is planning budget cuts, although 
nothing has been finalized just yet.
“We’re planning on getting a cut and it’ll just 
be fantastic if we don’t,” Lapelle said. “Once the 
state of West Virginia knows what their bud-
get looks like for the year, they will know what 
they’re giving us.”
Lapelle said in the event Marshall does receive 
a budget cut from the state, it will then be the 
university’s job to prioritize what offices and or-
ganizations get that money.
“No office will be left unscathed,” Lapelle said. 
“As far as university wide, I can’t say it will all be 
equal, my guess would be they would put aca-
demics before student activities.”
“In the event there are large cuts in my bud-
get, we’re trying to come up with other ideas for 
funding,” Tabor said. “One option we’re exploring 
is a proposed extra $20 on student tuition and all 
students would get to attend FEST for free. So, 
it’s almost like they’re just paying ahead of time.”
“We would have students vote on the idea, 
similar to students voting for SGA’s bus,” Tabor 
said.  “I don’t think we have the potential to make 
FEST happen unless students are interested in 
having the festival continue. If students are in-
terested in paying a little bit more on tuition, we 
will be able to have this larger event.”
Tabor said it would even be possible to im-
prove what the office can provide for students.
“If students vote yes to saving FEST and pay-
ing the extra $20 in their tuition, that’ll actually 
give us the money necessary to make FEST even 
bigger than the last one,” Tabor said.  “Students 
just have to start voicing their concerns because 
their student activities fees should be for them 
and what events they want.”
Lapelle said FEST isn’t an event she would nec-
essarily be interested in and believes students 
won’t miss it too much.
“You can probably tell by looking at me that 
FEST wouldn’t be an event I’d be drawn to,” La-
pelle said. “If FEST doesn’t occur I don’t know 
if students will really miss it. I bet you students 
would prefer to have different activities through-
out the year over one large event.”
Lapelle said Tabor is skilled and could work 
his way around budget cuts.
“Lee’s really good, he can come up with other 
activities,” Lapelle said. “He is very good at cre-
ating events and having his thumb on what 
students like and what events they like. I would 
trust that students in general would not miss 
FEST much.”
Baily Turner can be contacted at 
turner206@marshall.edu.
FATE OF FEST UNCERTAIN
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: (1) Students throw 
around a large ball painted like the Earth 
Wednesday on Buskirk Field during the Earth 
Day festivities sponsored by the sustainability 
department. (2) Students pick out plants 
provided by the Sustainability Department 
Wednesday on the Memorial Student Center 
Plaza. (3) Larry Cartmill, herpetologist, 
teaches students about his snakes Wednesday 
in the Memorial Student Center Lobby. He 
holds a ball python, pictured far right.
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By CLARA MAYNARD
THE PARTHENONHuntington City Council’s Solid Waste and Recycling Committee created an online survey for residents and prop-erty owners to gauge interest about a continued recycling program. According to a written release from the city, the survey data will be shared at the commit-tee’s meeting 5 p.m. Thursday in City Council chambers. The meeting will also be broadcast live on Comcast Channel 24 and on the city’s website. Councilmember Bill Rosen-berger, a member of the Solid Waste and Recycling Commit-tee, created the survey to get citizen perspectives. “I created the free version that you get 100 responses just to give us some more 
information and it was going kind of crazy viral yesterday,” Rosenberger said. “So I went ahead and paid the service fee to Survey Monkey to allow us to get up to 1,000 responses.” Rosenberger said he hopes the survey will allow the mem-bers of the committee to take into account what those af-fected would want. “Really, I just want the public to be a part of this decision,” Rosenberger said. “So whether it’s 100 responses or we get up to 1,000 we can say here’s what the residents of Huntington are telling us. Let’s make a decision based on that.” Rosenberger said 591 people 
have filled out the survey so far and he has been reviewing those responses. “I can tell you, in the last week 76 percent of [respondents] as 
of right now haven’t used [re-cycling],” Rosenberger. “About 75 percent are willing to pay something extra. About 80 per-cent are willing to pay $1-2 per month.”Rosenberger said the major-ity of respondents have been in favor of curbside recycling. “I know that might create is-sues with Marshall students who may not have that ability and I know we can come up with a way to work with Mar-shall on that,” Rosenberger said.The survey asks questions regarding current use of recy-cling bins in Huntington, how much citizens would be willing to pay for a recycling program and whether or not the deci-sion should be made by council members or by levy on the No-vember ballot. 
Rosenberger said he believes the last question is likely the most important on the survey. “I think that’s one that’s weight on us most because we’ve instituted the user fee in-crease and prior to my coming on, they passed the fee on the water quality board,” Rosen-berger said. “So, I feel like, personally I would probably steer towards a levy. Let’s let the voters decide if they want recycling.” Those interested will be able to take the survey until 5 p.m. Thursday or until the 1,000 re-sponse limit is met. The recycling survey can be found online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N58Q65D.
Clara Maynard can be con-
tacted at maynard294@
marshall.edu. 
Survey 
seeks 
interest in 
continued 
community 
recycling 
program
By CHEYENNE DEBOLT
THE PARTHENONThe Lewis College of Business celebrated its 47th birthday on the Me-morial Student Center plaza in style Wednesday. COB faculty organized a birthday bash for students to stop by between classes. The bash had everything needed to celebrate a birth-day: three sheet cakes, 
soda, a photo booth, inflat-able games, prizes, and a DJ. Graduate assistant Ale-khya Suryadevara worked the event and said she was most excited about the music. “We have a DJ and that is the most important thing,” Suryadevara said.Junior accounting major Andrew Gibb said he was excited to see what the cel-ebration was about because he’d never attended the birthday bash before. “I think its important to have the events to bring student outside the classroom and continue to celebrate the success the College of Business has had,” Gibb said. “This event also brings together the COB and the rest of the university by having the event out at the plaza.” Marketing professor Dr. Liz Alexander organized 
the event for more than five years. Alexander said Mar-quee Cinemas at Pullman Square provided popcorn and other businesses in the 
area donated gift certificates for prizes. Alexander said the most important part of the 
bash wasn’t just the prizes or cake. “It’s seeing all the students come and enjoy, especially the seniors,” Alexander said. 
Cheyenne DeBolt can 
be contacted at debolt2@
marshall.edu. 
By SON NGUYEN
THE PARTHENONMarshall University’s Cam-pus Activities Board canceled its first Wednesday con-test “CAB presents: Lip Sync Battle.”CAB’s staff members planned to host the contest Wednesday night in the Marco Room of the Memorial Student Center but decided to cancel the event Tuesday morning. CAB advisor Sarah Dyke said “CAB presents: Lip Sync Battle” will be rescheduled for next fall semester.“We only had about seven teams signed up to do it, which just isn’t enough to put on the show,” Dyke said. “We had a lot of people that were pumped about it, but things like this take student interaction from the beginning. It can’t just be the day before. So we really hope that it will take off in the fall and be an annual event for CAB, now that people see that we can’t do it unless we have a lot of involvement.”Marshall student and CAB member Anthony Bady, who was chosen to be the host of the contest, said he prepared an opening skit for the contest, but won’t reveal it so he can use it next fall. “Even though it won’t hap-pen this semester, I am still excited to try doing it next se-mester to start the school year off right,” Bady said. CAB director of public rela-tions Baily Turner said CAB will promote the event more on social media at the begin-ning of next semester.“We will just have more time more time to prepare for the event and try to get more stu-dent involve with it,” Turner said.   
Son Nguyen can be con-
tacted at nguyen136@
marshall.edu.
By CHEYENNE DEBOLT
THE PARTHENONTwo Marshall students were named Sexperts at a Students for Reproductive Justice Sex Week event.First year English graduate assistant Nathan Full and student body president elect Matt Jarvis served on a panel with LPN Jenn Greer and biology pre-med graduate student Shellie Coleman to discuss different issues regarding sex.Full said he served on the panel be-cause it was similar to “Wizards of Sexuality” and he enjoyed the expe-riences because the questions were addressed in the best way. “I think it was positive and effective,” Full said, “I mean humor is the way to get things like this across. I think that because we were so vocal and honest 
about it, it definitely helped.”Jarvis said he decided to get involved because he wants to get to know and 
help more organizations on campus. Jarvis said Sexperts was a little out of 
his comfort zone, but it was definitely worth it. “I mean I think we covered a pretty good range of topics,” Jarvis said. “I think we answered everything honestly and truthfully, which was the purpose of the program. The purpose of this entire week is to make sexual health part of a normal mature conversation, which was accomplished tonight.”Jarvis said he was happy to see SRJ growing and gaining support. One issue all panel members had was the lack of sex education in the West Virginia school system. Most members stated how they were taught to remain abstinent until marriage and weren’t really taught about their options in pro-tection. Another issue the panel brought up in regards to West Virginia sex educa-tion is it only teaches heteronormative 
sex education. Jarvis said he was lucky to have a sex education teacher who was very forward and explained everything and prepared students for safety. Coleman said measures need to be taken to curb the abstinence mentality. Coleman also said she liked the idea of teaching of sex education at a younger age so students know what their body is experiencing by the time they come into puberty. Greer said the classes need to be taught by a licensed medical professional. Other issues included the difference between sex, sexuality and gender, 
opinion of Right to Discriminate, defi-nition of consent, sexting, “hookup” apps, dental dams, coming out, sex and contraceptive misconceptions and safe spaces. After the discussions were over, the students in attendance voted on who 
they thought was the “sexpert;” Jarvis and Full tied. Sophomore economics major Alex O’Donnell attended the event and said he was very pleased with the event be-cause it was a way to talk about sex in a comfortable environment. “I think the biggest take away from the event is that students need to keep talking about sexual issues, sexual posi-tivity, all things related to sex so we can improve sex health,” O’Donnell said. “If not, it will still be a taboo issue and the sexual health among people on campus will remain low, it’ll remain bad. We don’t want that; we want healthy, happy, sexy students.”Vice president of SRJ AJ Murphy said the event exceeded her expectations and she was happy with the open dialogue. Sex week will continue until Thursday.  
Cheyenne DeBolt can be contacted 
at debolt2@marshall.edu. 
Lip Sync 
Battle 
cancelled, 
rescheduled 
for fall 
semester
LCOB celebrates 47 years
Above: A chalkboard displays a 
hashtag for the Lewis College of 
Business birthday celebration 
Wednesday. 
Right: Cake is served at the 
Lewis College of Business 
celebration Wednesday.  
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By DANIELLE WRIGHT
THE PARTHENON Marshall University junior ten-nis player Rachel Morales has seen steady improvement during her career with the Herd, but that improvement will be tested Thurs-day when the team begins the Conference USA Women’s Tennis Championships in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  Morales said she is excited to play in the Conference USA Tournament, where the Herd will open with a match against Florida Atlantic Uni-versity. Morales said the team is even more eager for the champion-ships after its strong performance against Old Dominion University in the regular season finale Saturday, where the Herd won 5-2. “It’s really good for our confi-dence because we really had a shaky season,” Morales said. “To beat ODU 5-2 just a few days before the con-ference tournament was definitely a 
good boost for us.” The Columbus, Ohio native won her single and double match against Old Dominion. She defeated Adriana Rajkovic (6-4, 7-5) in singles play, and Maddie Silver helped her defeat Nikol Hristova and Nataliya Vlasova in the pairings doubles match. Morales said the win over the Mon-archs, which are seeded fourth in the conference tournament, proved the team could beat a superior op-ponent. Morales said she is hopeful the team can reach the conference semifinals against Florida Interna-tional University. Although Morales said the team has been shaky this season, she has found personal success as she holds the second most singles wins on the team with 11 this season, trailing only Derya Turnhan. Morales’ experiences on the tennis court are extensive and numerous as she first took up the story at the age of 6. Morales said her passion for 
the sport has continued to grow, and said she is focused on the day-to-day process of improving her game. “I just want to make myself better, and be the best player I can be,” Mo-rales said. Morales said the relationship with her coaches and teammates has also created a comfortable and trusting atmosphere that has been conducive to her success. “I feel like a can tell my coaches anything, and with my teammates we all treat each other with respect,” Morales said. With one more chance to impress before entering her last season with the Herd, Morales said she doesn’t feel the pressure of the conference tournament because of how long she’s been playing the sport, but she said she can’t wait to put her best racquet forward in Tennessee. 
Danielle Wright can be con-
tacted at Wright317@marshall.
edu. 
THE PARTHENON Marshall University as-sistant swimming coach Ian Walsh has been named to the same position at the Univer-sity of California-Berkeley. Walsh coached for three sea-sons at Marshall since arriving in 2013. During his tenure with the Herd, Walsh worked primarily with the mid-sprint swimmers and served as the program’s recruiting coordinator. “I am so happy for Ian,” Mar-shall head coach Bill Tramel said in a press release. “When I 
first hired him three years ago, he came to Marshall eager to learn and improve as a coach. He is a quick learner, and the results his swimmers have en-joyed since I handed him our sprint group are exceptional.”In his new position at Cal-Berkeley, Walsh will work alongside head coach Teri McKeever, who was the 2012 U.S. Olympic coach. Cal-Berke-ley has won for NCCA team championships under McKen-
zie and finished third at the championships this season. “Ian is a young enthusiastic coach whose passion for the profession will be an inspira-tion for all of us,” McKeever said. “While he is still early in his career, he has learned from a strong set of mentors, and I hope to continue in that fashion for him. Having been a competitive swimmer and coached at the collegiate and club levels, he brings a diverse set of experiences that will be an asset for our program.” Walsh said he’s excited for the new opportunity, but said he is grateful for his time as a member of the Herd coaching 
staff and Tramel’s influence. “I cannot thank Bill enough for giving me the opportunity to coach at the NCAA Division I level at Marshall,” Walsh said. “Bill has learned from some of the best coaches in the coun-try. He shared so much of his knowledge and experiences with me and really took me under his wing. I have become a better coach and individual through my time at Marshall. 
I’m very excited and confident the knowledge I have gained will serve me well as I con-tinue my career at Cal.” Tramel said that he is happy for Walsh, but sad to see him leave and said the team will begin the process of look-
ing for a coach to fill Walsh’s position. “While I’m incredibly sad to see Ian move on, I also under-stand that this is the part of the process,” Tramel said. “Now I look forward to sharing my knowledge with our next as-sistant coach.” 
Herd assistant 
swimming 
coach heading 
to Cal-Berkeley 
By DANIELLE WRIGHT
THE PARTHENON The Marshall University women’s tennis team will begin the Conference USA Tour-nament 1 p.m. Thursday in Murfreesboro, Tennessee when it takes on 12-seed Florida Atlantic University. The Herd heads into the tournament with a 10-10 overall record and 2-2 conference mark, placing it behind Florida Interna-tional University, Rice University, University of North Texas and Old Dominion Univer-sity. FAU enters the tournament with a 12-8 overall record. However, the Owls played only one conference game this season in a 4-3 loss to the University of Texas at El Paso. In its most recent match, the Owls suf-fered a 6-0 loss to Brown University, while the Herd defeated no. 68 Old Dominion 5-2 
to conclude its regular season. Marshall sophomore Marija Bogicevic said after the team’s win over ODU, it has 
a lot of confidence, but said head coach John Mercer is trying to keep the group level-headed. “We are all happy about beating ODU right before conference, but coach Mercer is encouraging us to stay focused,” Bogicevic said. Junior Rachel Morales said the team has upped the ante in practice to prepare for the tournament.  “Practice has been really intense,” Morales said. “Coach is trying to keep us motivated, so we won’t be too relaxed going into the conference tournament.”Junior Derya Turhan, who has competed in the number one spot for the Herd most of 
the season, will lead the team into the tour-nament with her 14-3 singles record, while Morales has earned an 11-6 singles record in the number two spot. Morales has also performed well in dou-bles play, where she has paired with Maddie Silver to go 8-0 this season. 
“We just hope to make it to semi-finals,” Morales said. Morales and Maddie Silver hope to domi-nate once again and extend their current record of (8-0) in double matches. If Marshall defeats FAU Thursday, it will continue its tournament run 3 p.m. Friday where it will play the winner of the match between Old Dominion and University of Texas at San Antonio. 
Danielle Wright can be contacted at 
Wright317@marshall.edu.
Marshall tennis 
looking to hold 
serve in C-USA 
Tournament 
opener vs FAU
By CHRISTIAN HISMAN
THE PARTHENONMarshall University baseball player Aaron Bossi is making an impact on the program in his senior season with the Herd, but Bossi said it errs in comparison to what the program and the university has given him back. “(My four years at Marshall) have been the best four years of my life,” Bossi said. “I met a lot of my best friends that I will have for the rest of my life.” Bossi said this season has been particularly satisfy-
ing as he’s finally been able to step to the plate and play a key role in the team’s success. “I am glad I am able to make an impact in my senior year because it feels good to leave here knowing I made my mark and did my part for the team,” Bossi said. Bossi is hitting a career-best .319 from the plate 
this season in 138 at-bats. Bossi’s .319 average ranks second on the team behind only Ryne Dean’s mark of .328, while his 44 total hits lead the team. Bossi has also scored 24 runs, recorded 21 RBIs and connected for six doubles, which rank second, third and third on the team, respectively. Last season, Bossi batted .306 in 111 at-bats over the course of 30 starts and 42 game appearances at second base, catcher and designated hitter. Bossi, who now plays exclusively at second base, is accustomed to switching positions throughout his 
tenure with the Herd as he spent most of his first two seasons at third base, making a combined 78 starts. 
Bossi’s teammates acknowledge his proficiency as the team’s second baseman, but his willingness to switch positions has endeared him with his peers. “He is one the best second baseman I have ever 
played with,” junior center fielder Corey Bird said. “And he is really good to have around the clubhouse and on 
the field.” Bossi said the bond is mutual, but said the relation-ship goes beyond what each individual offers on the diamond. “These are my brothers,” Bossi said. “There are tough times like every family has, but we stay close to get through it.”Bossi said the connections and relationships he has forged during his time at Marshall far supersedes the his original reasons for choosing Marshall. “Baseball was the main reason I came here but, I stayed for the tradition and the family feel here,” Bossi said. 
Christian Hisman can be contacted at hisman@
marshall.edu. 
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University women’s golf team 
finished in a tie for seventh place Wednesday 
in the final round of the the Conference USA Championship.The Herd completed the 11-team tourna-ment with a score of 928 to give the team its 
highest finish in C-USA since 2007.No. 54 Middle Tennessee State University 
finished in first place to repeat as champions. The Blue Raiders won by 12 strokes at 4-under 876.Marshall head coach Tiffany Prats said she 
thought her young team made significant prog-ress during the season.
“Seventh ties the best finish in the C-USA tournament in Herd history,” Prats said in a 
news release. “All of our starting five will return next year along with two freshmen, so we are very excited for out future.”
Freshman Ylva Forslund finished the tourna-ment tied for 16th place in individual standings to lead the team. Forslund posted a 5-over par 
77 on the final 18 holes to finish at 11-over 227.Florida International University junior Meghan MacLaren repeated as individual champion as well. MacLaren earned the won by two strokes at 3-under 213.
The Marshall baseball team gathers together after a game earlier this season. 
RYAN FISCHER|THE PARTHENON 
Herd tennis’ Morales looking to 
end junior season on high note 
Women’s golf wraps up 
C-USA tournanment 
Marshall baseball’s Bossi relishing program’s 
family atmosphere in senior season 
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By HEATH HARRISON 
THE PARTHENONLast week, I made a return visit to the Marshall Uni-versity for the first time in several years.Returning to campus brought many nostalgic feel-ings. However, those were quickly replaced with be-wilderment after what I saw upon entering Corbly Hall.On a wall on the first floor is an exhibit honoring members of the Lewis College of Busi-ness Hall of Fame.Plaques bearing the like-nesses of prominent local business leaders such as Mi-chael Perry and Lynne Fruth hang over an inscription of “recognizing outstanding achievement in business, ded-ication to public service and commitment to moral values.”Then my eyes scrolled right, where they met the visage of Donald L. Blankenship, the former Massey Energy CEO, who retired in disgrace fol-lowing the 2010 Upper Big Branch explosion which killed 29 miners. The school of busi-ness bestowed the hall of fame honor on the coal baron in 1999.It amazes me this plaque has remained in place fol-lowing the deaths of these men from the abysmal safety conditions in Blankenship’s mines, through his pleading the fifth and refusing to co-operate with investigators, through his indictment and, now, his criminal conviction.One could question why Blankenship was even in-ducted in the first place, given his company’s history of 
mine safety and environmen-tal violations prior to Upper Big Branch, but you’d think a one-year prison sentence for one of the worst workplace accidents in modern history would be enough to finally merit his removal from the wall.Continuing to honor Blan-kenship turns the entire wall of fame into a laughing stock and a farce, with the idealized bronze portrait of a convicted criminal on display next to a plaque touting “moral values,” cheapening the honor for fu-ture inductees.U.S. Attorney Booth Good-win may have successfully prosecuted and secured a landmark conviction of Blan-kenship for his role in the disaster, but, thanks to weak 
mine safety laws and penal-ties, the Coalfield Don has essentially escaped punish-ment with a slap on the wrist.Penn State University had the decency to remove a statue of Joe Paterno from its cam-pus, when information came to light of his inaction and cover-up of Jerry Sandusky’s crimes against children, while numerous universities and colleges have revoked honorary degrees from Bill Cosby as sexual assault alle-gations against the comedian multiplied.An opportunity exists here for a teachable moment. By re-moving Blankenship’s plaque and rescinding his hall of fame honor, officials at the school of business can demonstrate they desire higher standards 
in business practices and edu-cate students on the necessity of corporate citizenship.As they await Blankenship’s entrance to prison, 29 families are mourning the senseless loss of a loved one due to the former CEO’s actions.The least the school of busi-ness can do for them is strip Blankenship of this award and not play any part in future attempts to rehabilitate his image by continuing to en-shrine him.Blankenship deserves noth-ing more than to be a pariah to good society and I urge my alma matter of Marshall University to rescind Blanken-ship’s honor.
Heath can be contacted 
at danielheathharrison@
gmail.com.
Blankenship honor is 
MU’s Paterno statue
Don Blankenship plaque in the Lewis College of Business Hall of Fame. The plaques recognize outstanding 
achievement in business, dedication to public service and commitment to moral values.
HEATH HARRISON | SUBMITTED PHOTO
@MUParthenon
For the latest in campus news
WHERE WILL YOU BE 
WHEN SOMETHING 
HAPPENS ON CAMPUS? 
PROBABLY ON TWITTER.
A Treasury official said Wednesday, Secretary Jacob Lew has decided 
to put Tubman on the $20 bill, making her the first woman on U.S. 
paper currency in 100 years.
H.B. LINDSLEY | LIBRARY OF CONGRESS VIA AP
Treasury Secretary Jack Lew announced Wednesday Harriet Tubman would replace Andrew Jackson on the $20 bill, marking a historic moment for equal rep-resentation of race and gender in American currency. Tubman, born into slavery, became a leading abolitionist be-fore the Civil War and a revered heroin of American history. After her own escape, she became a conductor along the Underground Railroad, where she appropriately gained the title, “Moses” for her efforts and remarkable abilities to navigate her passengers to freedom. She later served as a nurse, cook and spy for the Union during the Civil War. After a series of ballots were cast nationally on behalf of 
the Women on 20s non-profit organization, Tubman was nom-inated as one of three candidates out of 15 female contenders. El-eanor Roosevelt and Rosa Parks were also voted into the top three. Barbara Ortiz Howard, founder of Women on 20s, said in a release the transition is necessary for ensuring equal representation of women in the United States. “It’s time to get the party started honoring women on the 
new $10 and a new $20 in time for 2020,” Howard said. The initial Women On 20s petition outlined Tubman’s 
relentless selflessness, particu-larly her devotion to serving as 
a prominent figure in the wom-en’s suffrage movement and leading more than 300 slaves to freedom. “Whereas, the Women on 20s campaign has fostered a renewed spirit of hope and ex-pression for greater equality truer to our Nation’s values, vot-ers embraced this opportunity, and further embraced Harriet Tubman and all of the candi-dates,” the petition read.Shortly after Lew announced the decision, Democratic Presi-dential candidate Hillary Clinton took to Twitter to rejoice in the selection. “A woman, a leader and a free-
dom fighter,” she tweeted. “I can’t think of a better choice for the $20 bill than Harriet Tubman.”This achievement, how-ever, is much more than swapping a face on a bill. The decision to recognize the con-tributions of incredible females in American history is a step toward equal representa-tion and acknowledgment of heroic deeds—regardless of demographic. 
The decision to include Tub-man on the $20 bill has stirred a series of debates: some argue 
the decision is merely superficial and dishonorable to Tubman’s 
selfless behavior. Others sup-port the recognition of a female in the currency because it’s time for fair demographic depictions in American society.While complex and ironic that a woman who was once sold as a 
possession will now be honored with placement on a frequently used bill, Tubman’s selection provides an opportunity to praise the efforts of a woman—
specifically a powerful woman of color— in daily exchange. In the journey to equal pay, representation and recognition of gender and race in America, this is the start of a necessary movement.
Harriet Tubman to rightfully 
replace Jackson on $20
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By REBECCA TURNBULL
THE PARTHENON“You don’t know, do you?” the student asked Jerry Gil-bert with a strange look on his face.“What?” Gilbert replied.“Harrison died.”“You’re kidding.”“No. He was in his bed-room just talking to his wife and fell over…”The student’s information left Gilbert stunned. 
Just a couple months prior, Gilbert had been riding alongside retired engineer Harrison Caldwell while cycling on the 43.6-mile Tanglefoot Trail through Pontotoc, Mississippi.Gilbert ran into Caldwell on the trail frequently and he eventually was able to visit Caldwell’s home right off of the trail and see the art shop where Caldwell created metal sculptures as his wife 
painted pictures.“He was a great cyclist and he was as neat a person as I’d ever met,” Gilbert said.But now, after talking with a student from Pontotoc about Caldwell, Gilbert had come to find that his inspir-ing friend had passed away.Gilbert’s cycling adven-tures then took on a different meaning for him beyond get-ting outside or exercising.“It just made you think, 
you know, you really have to enjoy the moment,” Gilbert said. “He [Caldwell] sort of gave me that ‘life is short’ understanding.”Now, as president of Mar-shall University, Gilbert keeps Caldwell’s legacy in mind as he cycles around Huntington in his free time on his lime green Allez bicycle.Gilbert said he has been cycling since his sophomore year in high school in Jack-son, Mississippi, around 1969 or 1970.It all started with a Raleigh 10-speed.Gilbert said it was love at first pedal.“It’s the independence,” Gilbert said. “The feeling that you have being powered on your own. Having the wind in your face. There’s a sense, when you’re out in the air and you’re moving, that you’re free. That you’re in the elements.”Gilbert’s journey with his first bike lasted for three years until he decided to upgrade to a newer Raleigh 10-speed.He cycled with this newer bike all the way through his undergrad at Mississippi State, finally retiring the bike to the garage after com-pleting his graduate studies at Duke University in 1982. The bike remained inactive until a few years ago, when Gilbert took its handlebars back into his own hands to lead the bike out to be sold in a garage sale.About half a year after selling his bike, Gilbert had grown “bored” of jogging and other forms of exercise, finding his way back to bi-cycles again.This time, Gilbert said he 
had his eyes set on a special-ized, black Allez bicycle from overseas in Britain.Gilbert’s wife joked with him that he’d probably buy the bike and then never ac-tually ride it, but he got it anyway and ended up riding it quite frequently and for relatively long distances.The over 40-mile Rails to Trails’ Tanglefoot Trail quickly became his favorite spot to cycle. The trail passed through scenic rural areas and inter-sected with the occasional sheep farm, where Gilbert could hear the sheep’s bells clanging against their necks as they watched him ride past.Gilbert said such sights and sounds proved to be a fun sort of therapy for him.“You’re alert to your sur-roundings, but you’re also sort of able to be alone and think,” Gilbert said. “It’s very relaxing.” Gilbert would cycle for at least 20 miles up and back each time he rode the trail.But Gilbert said he knew he had it in himself to take on longer distances.“You know, you see the Tour de France and you say, ‘Yeah, I could do that,’” Gil-bert said.Gilbert accomplished his longest distance just this past August, when he cy-cled for 62 miles along with nearly 800 other cyclists in the annual Bikes, Blues and Bayous bike ride through the Mississippi Delta.Gilbert said he was pretty exhausted by the end, but it only made him more excited to try and reach more cycling goals in the future.Gilbert’s passion for cy-cling moved with him to 
Huntington as he assumed the presidency of Marshall University towards the end of last year, but his bike did not join him in the move.Since he was unable to pack his bike along for the ride, Gilbert said he em-braced the new chapter in his life by purchasing a spe-cialized, lime green Allez from Jeff ’s Bike Shop in downtown Huntington that has the same components of his black Allez in Mississippi.Gilbert can now occasion-ally be seen riding through Ritter Park or up to the Hun-tington Museum of Art to work towards his summer goal of building endurance for longer distances.Gilbert said one of his fu-ture long-distance cycling goals is to try out the Green-brier River Trail.Gilbert also said he en-courages others to consider cycling and make healthy goals for themselves.“I think people that have never done it would like it if they tried it,” Gilbert said. “It’s a fun form of ex-ercise that is good for your health and it’s a way to be outside and enjoy your surroundings.” Whether others eventu-ally join him in his passion for cycling or not, Gilbert said he will stay pedaling as he remembers Caldwell’s legacy and challenges him-self to live life to the fullest while his tires still have air in them.Life may indeed be short, but the trail stretches ever on for Gilbert and his spe-cialized, lime green Allez bicycle.
Rebecca Turnbull may be 
contacted at turnbull4@
marshall.edu.
REBECCA TURNBULL | THE PARTHENON
President Jerry Gilbert shows off the specialized, lime green Allez bicycle he bought this year to continue his 
cycling passion in Huntington.
Through tragedy and triumphs, Gilbert vows to enjoy the ride
By SAGE SHAVERS
THE PARTHENONA class aimed at helping ani-mals was offered to Marshall University INTO students for the 
first time this spring. The course, titled “INTO Helping Animals,” is an elective course that gives stu-dents the opportunity to practice their English while helping ani-mals at the Huntington Cabell Wayne Animal Shelter.INTO Helping Animals takes place once a week for two hours. During the class, students typi-cally walk dogs, play with cats, bathe animals and clean cages.The key portion of the course is the group project, in which the students identify a need of the shelter and address it. When the students aren’t focusing on their group project, they work on re-
flection activities Some of the activities include 
vocabulary journals, reflection questions and writing assign-ments. For example, students have been asked to discuss what may be causing the animal shelter’s overpopulation and to research the illnesses the ani-mals have.
The class consists of 10 INTO students. All of the students in the course only have English classes aside from this one as a part of their academic English program.The course professor Lind-sey Anderson said she likes the class because it is fun, but still reinforces the students’ English skills. Anderson said there was an issue with transportation to and from the shelter. One of the re-quirements of the course was to have reliable transportation, but most students don’t.As the semester went on, the 
students have figured out ways to get to the shelter. Anderson takes some students with her, some students carpool and some bike. Anderson said her goals for the students are for them to im-prove their English, for them to feel like a part of the commu-nity and for them to learn about themselves. One of the students taking the course is graduate student Ilgan Secerli, 25. Secerli is from Turkey and has 
been living in the Unites States for a little over a year.Serceli completed her under-graduate degree focusing on music in Turkey and plans to continue studying music in the fall. Serceli said that she takes care of the animals at the shelter. She said she mostly takes dogs for walks and plays with cats but occasionally helps with normal shelter duties like cleaning the cages, which was new for her.“It’s a very new experience for me,” Serceli said. “I love animals, but I had never been to an ani-mal shelter here or even in my country.”Still, Serceli said that the class wasn’t everything that she ex-pected it to be.“I was expecting the shelter to be cleaner and to offer more opportunities to the animals,” Serceli said.
On the first day at the shelter, Serceli said she was surprised because as soon as the cages were opened, the animals went wild and it was hard to get the back together. Both Anderson and Serceli said that the em-ployee at the shelter always need 
more help.Serceli was so inspired by the course that she visited an animal shelter in Cincinnati over spring break.According to Serceli, the only drawback of the class is that 
the homework is difficult: she said the vocabulary is hard to remember.Serceli said she wishes stu-dents could help the animals more but they are not trained to do so. She said she believes the 
class benefits the students more than it does the animals because they aren’t able to completely care for them.The animals at the shelter come in from several different circumstances. Some are force-fully taken from their homes because they are being neglected and some are donated when the owners can no longer take care of them.The INTO Helping Animals takes place every Monday from 12 p.m. to 2.p.m. until the end of the semester.
Sage Shavers can be con-
tacted at Shavers6@live.
marshall.edu.
RYAN FISCHER | THE PARTHENON
INTO student Bob gives a dog a chance to stretch their legs outside 
the Huntington Cabell Wayne Animal Control Shelter, April 11.
INTO Helping Animals aids students in learning English
“The feeling that you have being powered on 
your own. Having the wind in your face. There’s 
a sense, when you’re out in the air and you’re 
moving, that you’re free.”
-President Gilbert
